CHAPTER XVIII

GALSWORTHY  AND  BERNARD  SHAW

VARIOUS writers have begun as dramatists and then turned
to the novel. Few men have continued to practise both
forms at the same time and fewer still have attained an
equal degree of excellence In each. John Galsworthy
shares this distinction with Somerset Maugham. Which-
ever medium he chooses his writing reveals him as an
artist, a lover of humanity and a chivalrous crusader
against cruelty and oppression.

He was born in 1867 and was educated at Harrow and
Oxford. It has been said that he was a snob, because he
wrote almost exclusively of the rapidly dwindling upper
middle class. This Is a ridiculous statements for the
reason that the man who proudly proclaims that he is not
a snob is actually showing himself to be one by dis-
tinguishing himself from others. His remark is as
contradictory as that of the legendary Hyde Park orator
who began his denunciation of religion with the words :
* Thank God ! I'm an atheist!J Moreover, an author
who relies more on observation than on flights of fancy
must necessarily write for choice of the class fie knows
best. That is, If he be sincere. And Galsworthy was
profoundly sincere. He aimed at truth and reality and
sympathised deeply with the misery of his fellow men.
He was anxious to put matters right and set to work to
examine the foundations of the social system and the
roots of human nature. His conception of art bade Mm
control his emotions, but his Impassivity was a mask*

Had Galsworthy possessed sense of form alone he
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